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Republican hopefuls sign tax pledge 
By DANIEL PERSON Chronicle Staff Writer 





In the final days of the 2008 election, local and state Republicans brought taxes to the fore Thursday, ceremoniously signing a pledge to not raise them if elected. Gubernatorial candidate Roy Brown, a state senator, took the pledge a step further. “Not only will I pledge to not raise taxes, but I will lower your taxes with permanent property tax relief,” Brown said. Brown, joined by his running mate Steve Daines of Bozeman and legislative candidates from Bozeman and Livingston, took the opportunity to bash Gov. Brian Schweitzer’s record on taxes. Schweitzer often cites the $400 property tax rebate issued to Montanans last fall as the biggest piece of tax relief in Montana history. Brown, however, called the rebate “a partial rebate of over-collected taxes.” “Did anybody’s taxes go down? No, they did not go down,” he said.

    Daines, an executive at RightNow Technology in Bozeman, said state government should be run more like the business he helps run, and small businesses across Montana. 
    “The common-sense approach that makes sense to small businesses makes sense for Montana government,” he said. “We need to reduce spending in Helena and increase the pocketbooks of Montanans.” 
    The Republicans took the pledge at an event in front of the Gallatin County Courthouse organized by Henry Kriegel, a local radio talk show host. Inside, dozens of people were lined up to cast their votes. 
    After the ceremony, Kriegel said that while he had not heard specific proposals to raise taxes on the state level, there would be pressure to do so in the coming legislative session. 
    “There will be pressure to increase revenues to match government growth,” he said. 
    Tom Burnett, Republican candidate for House District 63, said he often hears requests for more government services, which usually amount to requests for higher taxes as well. 
    “While campaigning, you’re going to all these forums and hear requests for great increases in public spending, all of which infer higher taxes,” he said. 
    John Milanovich, Republican candidate for House District 66, said government growth must be contained. 
    “It is hard for me to think, with the growth of government since the 1970s compared to the growth of the population, where we would need (government) to grow,” he said. 
    Dubbed the Taxpayer Protection Pledge, signers agree “to oppose and vote against any and all efforts to increase taxes.” The pledge is a nationwide effort, Kriegel said. Nationwide, 1,187 state legislators and seven governors have signed the state Taxpayer Protection Pledge. 
    In Gallatin County, all eight Republicans running for the state House signed the pledge, as did incumbent state Sen. Joe Balyeat and Republican candidate for Senate District 33 Nick Landeros. 












SEAN  SPERRY/CHRONICLE State Sen. Roy Brown, Republican candidate for Governor, signs the Montanans for Tax Reform Taxpayer Protection Pledge on Thursday at the Gallatin County Courthouse.  








