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Media Advisory/Event on Thursday, October 30, 2008
Roy Brown, Steve Daines, and Scott Sales Join Local Candidates and Incumbents in “No New Tax Pledge” Signing Ceremony
WHO: 

Sen. Roy Brown, Steve Daines, Speaker of the House Scott Sales (H-68), Sen. Joe Bayleat (S-34) and local candidates including Tom Burnett (H-63), Ken Champion (H-64),  Nick Mahan (H-65), John Milanovich (H-66), Mike More (H-70), Gordon Vance (H-67), Ted Washburn (H-69), Neal Donaldson (H-62), Joel Boniek (H-61).
WHAT:

Taxpayer Protection Pledge Signing Ceremony and Press Conference

WHEN: 

Thursday, October 30, 2008 at 2:00 pm
WHERE: 

Gallatin County Courthouse Steps, 311 W. Main St. (corner of 3rd)
WHY: 

To promote the Taxpayer Protection Pledge 

To support efforts to provide permanent property tax relief.

CONTACT: Henry Kriegel at 581-8306 cell or email at hskriegel@yahoo.com. 
Roy Brown, gubernatorial candidate, Steve Daines, candidate for lieutenant governor and House Speaker Scott Sales will join local candidates and incumbent Taxpayer Protection Pledge signers on the Gallatin County Courthouse vowing to hold the line on no new taxes.  Thus far, 30 challengers for the state legislature plus 12 incumbents and 5 state Senators not up for re-election have signed the pledge promising no net increase in taxes.    Since the housing and banking collapse, the pledge has taken on increased importance.  Although the state Legislative Fiscal Division earlier projected a $1 billion general-fund budget surplus few view that amount seriously because the projection was determined prior to the global and national meltdown.  A sluggish national economy will burden Montana, impact its revenue and put more pressure on legislators to raise taxes to continue funding the rate of government growth.  
About the Taxpayer Protection Pledge
Signers of the Taxpayer Protection Pledge agree “to oppose and vote against any and all efforts to increase taxes.” The pledge allows for tax reform.  Meaning a set of tax increases may enacted if it is offset dollar for dollar by tax decreases so that the net result is revenue neutral or a reduction in tax revenue.  On a national level, 1187 state legislators and seven governors have signed the state Taxpayer Protection Pledge. Attached is a complete list of pledge signers.
	The Taxpayer Protection Pledge is not intended to support any candidate for office. Montanans for Tax Reform is not urging people to vote for or against candidates based on whether they have signed the pledge.
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	Taxpayer Protection Pledge Signers

	 
	32 Challengers
	
	17 Incumbents

	 
	Executive
	
	Senate

	1
	Sen. Roy Brown (Gov.)
	1
	Sen. Joe Balyeat (S-34)**

	2
	Steve Daines (Lt. Gov.)
	2
	Sen. Aubyn Curtiss (S-1)*

	 
	Senate
	3
	Sen. Verdell Jackson (S-5)*

	1
	Greg Hinkle (S-7)
	4
	Sen. Rick Laible (S-44)*

	2
	Bob Leach (S-41)
	5
	Sen. Dave Lewis (S-42)*

	3
	Kandi Matthew-Jenkins (S-50)
	6
	Sen. Dan McGee (S-29)*

	4
	Dick Motta (S-43)
	
	House

	5
	Bruce Tutvedt (S-3)
	1
	Rep. Bill Beck (H-6)***

	6
	Jim Whitaker (S-10)
	2
	Rep. Mark Blasdel (H-10)

	 
	House
	3
	Rep. Ed Butcher (H-29)

	1
	Patricia Banister (H-38)
	4
	Rep. Ray Hawk (H 90)

	2
	Gerald Bennett (H-1)
	5
	Rep. Dave Kasten (H 30)

	3
	Joel Boniek (H-61)
	6
	Rep. Krayton Kerns (H 58)

	4
	Tom Burnett (H-63)
	7
	Rep. Bob Lake (H 88)

	5
	Dale Busby (H-25)
	8
	Rep. Scott Mendenhall (H 77)

	6
	Ken Champion (H-64)
	9
	Rep. Penny Morgan (H 57)

	7
	Jedidiah Cox (H-99)
	10
	Rep. Scott Sales (H 68)

	8
	Neal Donaldson (H-62)
	11
	Rep. Craig Witte (H 8)

	9
	John Fuller (H-4)
	
	6 Retiring Legislators

	10
	Steve Gibson (H-78)
	1
	Rep. Rick Jore (H 12)

	11
	Brian Hoven (H-24)
	2
	Sen. Jerry O'Neil (S-3)

	12
	Bill Joseph (H-42)
	3
	Rep. Roger Koopman (H 70)

	13
	Freeman Johnson (H-1)
	4
	Rep. Diane Rice (H 71)

	14
	Nick Mahan (H-65)
	5
	Rep. John Sinrud (H 67)**

	15
	Ron Marquardt (H-12)
	6
	Rep. Jack M. Wells (H 69)

	16
	John Milanovich (H-66)
	
	 

	17
	Mike Miller (H-84)
	
	

	18
	Mike More (H-70)
	
	

	19
	Lance Olson (H-23)
	
	

	20
	Lee Randall (H-39)
	
	

	21
	BJ Schubert (H-85)
	
	 

	22
	Gordon Vance (H-67)
	
	 

	23
	Bob Wagner (H-71)
	
	 

	24
	Ted Washburn (H-69)
	
	 


P
*    
Incumbent not up for re-election

**  
Chairman, Taxpayer Protection Caucus

***
Incumbent first time pledge signer
Italics indicates retiring legislators
The Taxpayer Protection Pledge is not intended to support any candidate for office. Montanans for Tax Reform is not urging people to vote for or against candidates based on whether they have signed the pledge.
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