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GOP gubernatorial candidate Roy Brown put his name on the pledge and promised to lower the taxes on Montanans and added he'd eliminate the business equipment tax and reduce property taxes.

Brown said that Montana doesn't have a revenue shortfall, but rather a spending surplus. He added that the billion-dollar surplus that Schweitzer touts resembles what's on the ground of the governor's cattle ranch.

Meanwhile, in a tight local race in District 63, Tom Burnett is taking on big campaign spender P.J. Pomochowski.

Burnett said cutting can be done, but it's not always pretty. While Pomochowski  said she supported lowering business, income and property taxes during the last session of the legislature, and voters can expect more of the same if they re-elect her.

Some 30 challengers for the state legislature plus 12 incumbents and five state senators not up for re-election have signed the pledge promising no net increase in taxes.

- Mark Martello reporting for Z7 in Bozeman.
Republicans hit the campaign trail Thursday in Bozeman as local and state politicians gathered on the steps of the Gallatin County Courthouse and vowed to hold the line on new taxes and work towards permanent property tax relief


Governor Brian Schweitzer says that his administration "has cut more taxes for more Montanans than any generation in history, including the $400 income tax rebates."


But, the Republican candidates who met on Thursday said the governor hasn't done enough when it comes to lowering taxes in Montana.  


Although the candidates avoided any “Read My Lips” types of gimmicks, they did sign a Taxpayer Protection Pledge which states the candidate who signs will oppose and vote against tax increase.




















